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THE CHARACTER OF BERNARD GILPIN. 


Tus eminent man was born 
in England a.p.1517. Very 
young he displayed an uneom- 
mon genius, and a serious, observ- 
ing turnof mind. While he was 
a child, a begging friar came to 
his father’s house, and drank so 
freely as to become intuxicated. 
The next morning the friar 
preached a sermon, in which he 
spake vehemently against intem- 
erance. Young Gilpin was 
standing by his mother’s knee, 
and for a time seemed to be af- 
fected with the friar’s diseourse. 
At length he said to his mother, 
“Oh! mamma, do you heur how 
that fellow does speak against 
drunkenness, and was drunk him- 
self yesternight at eur house!” 
Observing his genius and the 
turn of his mind, his parents con- 
eluded to educate him for the 
ministry. He made rapid prog- 
ress in his studies—passed thro’ 
college with reputation—and snon 
after he took his degree he was 
chosen a fellow of the college. 
He was educated in the pepish 
religion, apd was appointed to 
hold a disputation with the fa- 
mous Peter Martyr on some ques- 
tions between the papists and 
protestants. By this effort he 
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was brought to doubt the truth 
of the catholic sentiments. He 
did not however immediately re- 
nounee them; but the more he 
examined, the greater were his 
doubts. His antagonist, Peter 
Martyr, had a high opinion both 
of his talents and his integrity, 
and expressed the most ardent de- 
sire for his conversion to the pro- 
testant faith. 

Gilpin, having obtained a vic- 
arage in the diocese of Durham, 
was called on to preach before 
king Edward 1V. This perform- 
ance gained him many friends, 
and the king gave him a license 
as a general preacher during bis 
majesty’s life. But finding him- 
self exposed on account of the 
change in his opinions, he con- 
cluded to go to the continent. 
After three years’ absence, he re- 
turned, fully confirmed in the 
doctrines of the reformation, and 
well prepared to defend them. 
This was in 1556, a little before 
the death of Queen Mary. Gil- 
pin went directly to his parish, 
and began to preach with great 
freedom and severity against the 
tbe errers and vices of the 
clergy. Soon an accusation a- 
gainst him was presented to the 
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bishop. But the bishop was his 
friend, and contrived to set the 
accusation aside. Gilpin became 
more cautious, but this did not 
avail. A second accusation was 
presented; and this also was set 
aside by the bishop of Durham. 
His. enemies were enraged, and 
accused him to the bloody Bon- 
ner, who readily sent to appre- 
hend him. While on his way to 
trial, news arrived that Queen 
Mary was dead. This put an 
end to the prosecution. 

Under the reign of Queen E- 
lizabeth, Gilpin was respected. 
He was offered the bishopric of 
Carlisle; but this he declined. 
He had the rectory of Houghton, 
which afforded an extensive field 
of usefulness; and a sufficient in- 
come, to enable him to display a 
liberal, hospitable, and charita- 
ble spirit. 

He was not satisfied with 
preaching publickly; but spent 
much time in giving private in- 
structions to his people. He felt 
a serious. concern for the youth 
of his parish, and exerted him- 
self to prevent their growing up 
in ignorance and vice, and to form 
their minds to virtue and godli- 
ness. [Ele was a peace maker a- 
mong his people. and did much 
to prevent lawsuits and oppres- 
sion. He possessed a remarka- 
ble spirit of intrepidily. His 
bishop had become very negli- 
gent of his daty in his diocese. 
Without giving any previous ne- 
tice the bishop ealled on Gilpin 
to deliver a visitation sermon in 
his presence. Gilpin complied, 


and took the liberty of address- 
ing the bishop with awful solem- 
nity, and publickly reproved him 
for his remissness. 


The friends 
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of Gilpin were much alarmed for 
his safety. But when he went 
to take his leave of the bishop 
with a view to return home, the 
bishop proposed te accompany 
him to his house. He accord- 
ingly did so; and as soon as they 
were come into the parlor, the 
bishop seized Gilpin by the hand 
and said “Father Gilpin, I ack- 
nowledge you are fitter to be 
bishop of Durham, than I am 
to be parson of this parish of 
yours. I ask forgiveness for past 
injuries.—Forgive me, father.— 
I know you have enemies, but 
while I live bishop of Durham, 
be secure; none of them shall 
cause you any farther trouble.” 

Mr. Gilpin did not confine his 
labors to his own parish. He 
was grieved tosee the ignorance, 
superstition and vice, which ev- 
ery where prevailed; and was 
disposed to extend his labors for 
the good of those who were not 
immediately under his care. Be- 
fore the union of England and 
Scotland, a portion of the coun- 
try which was commonly the 
theatre of the wars between the 
two nations, acquired the name 
of the debateable land. On this 
land a desperate banditti of 
thieves had settled. They would 
steal on each side of the line, 
aud what they plundered on one 
side they sold on the other. 
They were also much in the hab- 
it of duelling, and of earrying on 
bloody wars among themselves. 
Mr. Gilpin exposed his life, and 
spent much property among these 
hardened wretches. He had fix- 
ed places for preaching among 
them, which were regularly at- 
tended, 

He happened to go among them 























at on’: time when they were en- 
gaged in a petty war among 
themselves. Both parties at- 
tended his meeting. On one oc- 
easion, one of the parties came 
in early, and the other just as he 
had begun his sermon. They 
were both armed with weapons 
of death. They were inftamed 
with rage at the sight of each 
other. He had not proceeded 
far before they began to bran- 
dish their arms and to approach 
each other for battle. He left 
the palpit, and stepped between 
the parties, and addressed the 
leaders. They promised to make 
no farther. disturbance during 
the exercise. He returned to the 
pulpit and proceeded in his dis- 
course. They were so affected 
with his sermon and his amiable 
conduct, that they engaged to 
forbear all hostilities while he 
should remain in that region. 

One Sunday morning he came 
to the place of worship before 
the people had assembled. He 
saw a glove hanging up, and 
was informed by the sexton that 
it was a challenge to any per- 
son who should dare to take it 
down. Gilpin took the glove 
and carried it with him into the 
‘ie ay In his sermon he re- 

uked them for their inhuman 
eonduct. ‘I hear,” said he, 
“that one among you, hath hang- 
ed up a glove even in this saered 
place, threatening to fight any 
one whe.takes it down: see here, 
I have taken it down.” Then 


holding out the glove to the view | 


of the assembly, he endeavour- 
ed to convince them of the eyil 
of sueh conduct, and to persuade 
them to mutual love. 

His kind and amiable deport- 
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ment and his faithful admoni- 
tions, excited the esteem and 
veneration of these barbarians. 
Through the negligence of his 
servants, his horses were stolen 
by one of the banditti, who knew 
not that they were Mr. Gilpin’s. 
News was soon ¢ireulated, that 
the horses were stolen, anda gen- 
eral indignation was expressed 
against such treatment of their 
benefactor. ‘The person who 
stole the horses, hearing that 
they were Mr. Gilpin’s, was ter- 
rified, brought them back, and 
with trembling confessed his 
fault. He said, ‘he believed the 
devil would have seized him di- 
rectly had he earried off the 
horses, when he knew they be- 
louged to Mr. Gilpin.” , 

Among other methods which 
he adopted for doing good, Mr. 
Gilpin, at great expense, estab- 
lished a school in his own neigh- 
berhood for the education of 
youth, with a view to remedy 
the defect of able teachers. He 
provided suitable instructors, and 
inspeeted the school himself. 
The resort to his school was so 
great that it became difficult to 
obtain accommodations for the 
scholars. He then fitted up an 
apartment iu his own house for 
the accommodation of twenty 
or thirty children—wmany of these 
were poor children whom he not 
only boarded, but elothed, at his 
own expense. From his school 
he sent a number to the universi- 
ties, and supported them there. 
He considered himself the guar- 
dian of these scholars, and treat- 
ed them with the tenderness of 
a father. Nor was this uneom- 
mon care unrewarded; few of his 
scholars miscarried; many of 
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them became ornaments to the 
church, and exemplary inéstan- 
ces of piety. 

The latter part of Mr. Gil- 
, se life was almost entirely 

evoted to his school, in form- 
ing regulations and procuring 
funds for a permanent establish- 
meat. His health was impaired, 
and the infirmities of uge render- 
ed. him ineapuble of such vigor- 
ous exertions as had marked the 
former periods of his life. While 
struggling with these difficulties, 
an event happened which great- 
ly increased his afflictions. As 
he was crossing the market in 
Durham, an ox ran at him and 
threw him down with violence. 
From this injury he never recov- 
ered, but continued lame as long 
as he lived. His enemies took 
advantage of his infirm and af- 
flicted state, and loaded him with 
injuries and reproachful aceusa- 
tions. These severe trials he 
bere with great fortitude and 
resignation. 

About the first of February 
4683, he was sensible that the 
day of death was near. He stat- 
ed to his friends his: apprehen- 
sions, and spoke of his death 
with great composure of mind, 
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A few days before his decease 
he ordered his friends, acquaint- 
ances, and dependents, to be cail- 
ed together. Beingeraised up in 
his bed, he addressed first the 
poor—next his scholars—then 
his servants. He then called 


‘and addressed some persons who 


had not made a good use of liis 
past instructions, hoping that 
his dying words might have a 
good effect. His speech began 
to faulter before he had finished 
his exhortations. His remaining 
hours were “spent im prayer, 
and in broken converse with 
some select friends, mentioning 
often the consolations of the gos- 
pel.” “Nothing else,” he said, 
‘would bring a man true peasee 
at last.”” He died March 4ah, 
1583, im the sixty sixth year of 
his age. 

In his charitable distributions 
Mr. Gilpin had no limits but the 
bounds of his income. In writ- 
ing to a friend, he said, “It is my 
desigu at my departure to leave 
no more behind me, but te 
bury me, and pay my debts.” 
The little he did leave, he left 
wholly to the poor, except a few 
tokens of remembrance which he 
bequeathed to his friends. 


a 


ON THE CONDITIONS OF SALVATION, 


Tuoucn the following obser- 
vations may not have the merit 
of originality, they are mot the 
Jess important:— 

It is a matter of wonder and 
astonishment to me that there 
should he rsons of common 
sense, who perhaps have never 
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entertained a doubt of the truth 
of christianity, yet are altogeth- 
er imsensible and unconcerned 
about it. Yet astonishing as it 
is, the factcannot be doubted, 
that there are many perfeetly in- 
different as it respects their fo- 
ture and eternal salvation; an 








interest and an event, so vast, 
s0 momentous, as to make all 
other interests, and all other 
events in comparison contemp- 
tible. 

But though there may be ma- 
ny to whom the foregoing de- 
scription is applicable, there are 
many others anxiously concern- 
ed tu know the terms of salva- 
tion, and what they must do to 
be saved, but are. involved in 
doubt and uncertainty by the 
contradictory systems of those 
who have attempted to instruet 
them. One expatiates on the 
beauty and amiableness of vir- 
tue, and shews the reasonableness 
of obedience to the divine laws, 
the safety and happiness of the 
pious and good man; but this af- 
fords little consolation to those 
who are conscious of having 
broken those laws, and to whom 
the burden of their sins is intel- 
erable. Another says you must 
not place aay confidence in your 
own works, but must renounce 
your own righteousness as filthy 
rags, as a refuge of lies; that 
there is no safety in any thin 
short of true evangelical faith 
and repentance. 

Now I am not able to discover 
any ground for this distinetion. 
Obedience is, I think, represent- 
ed in the scripture as equally 
necessary with faith and repent- 
ance. Qur divine Master ex- 
pressly says, “Not every one that 
saith Lord, Lord, shall enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven; bat 
he that doeth the will of my Fa- 
ther, which is in heaven;” and 
again, “if ye know these things, 
happy are ye,if ye do them.” 
Here the reward is annexed to 


doing. And the apostle  repre- 
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sents glory, honor, immortality, 
and eternallife as the reward of 

atient continuing in well doing. 
Besides, what is faith or repent- 
ance, but duties we are exhorted 
to perform? Consequently ean- 
not merit salvation. It appears 
to me that neither faith, repent- 
ance, nor obedience, ean entitle 
us to salvation, independent of 
the merey of Ged; that eternal 
life is the gift of Ged thro 
our Lerd Jesus Christ; that if 
any of the human race are sav- 
ed, it will be by grace through 
faith, and that not of themselves, 
it is the gift of God. 

The cause of salvation, is the 
free will, the free gift, the love 
and mercy of God; that alone 
is the souree, and fountain, and 
cause of salvation, the origin 
from which it springs, from 
which all our hopes of attaining 
to it are derived. ‘This cause is 
not in ourselves, nor in any 
thing we do, or ean do; but in 
God, in his good will and pleas- 
ure. And the effect of that good- 
ness was the coming of Christ. 
It has sometimes been appre- 
hended otherwise, that the in- 
terposition of Christ was the 
eause of God’s merey and com- 
passion to sinners, but the serip~- 
lures represent this matter the 
other way. Thus our Savior 
himself expresses it, “God so 
loved the world that he gave 
his only begotten Son.” He 
does not say the only begotten 
Son prevailed with God to love 
the world, bat the love and com- 
passion of God towards his crea- 
tures prevailed with him to send 
his sun into the world, “that who. 
soever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.™ 
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In the business of human sal- 
vation there are two considera- 
tions, the cause, and the condi- 
tions. ‘The cause is the grace 
and mercy of God, through the 
mediation and atonement of Je- 
sus Christ—the conditions, are 
faith, repentance, and evangelic- 
al obedience. 

Now to show that an act of 
pure benevolence and mercy is 
not the less so for being econdition- 
al, 1 will state a case which I 
think will throw some light on 
the subject. Supposing, Mr. Ed- 
itur, that you are a person in 
affluent circumstances, and there 
isa person living near you who 
is very poor, who has not a 
farthing in the world but what 
he earns by his labor, and is 
likewise very intemperate, spend- 
ing great part of his earnings for 
ardent spirits, and of his time 


in idle company, whilst his fam- 
ily are suffering for want of ne- 


eessary food. Now supposing 
you inform this person that at a 
certain future time, say four or 
five years hence, you will make 
him a present of a thousand dol- 
lars, on condition that till that 
time he shall abstain entirely 
from the use of ardent spirits, 
be industrious in his business, 
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and apply his earnings for the 
comfort and support of his fami- 
ly. At the time stated, the per- 
son satisfies you that he has per- 
formed the conditions; you then 
"esepant him the thousand dol- 
ars agreeably to your promise— 
Now would it not be very absurd 
for any one tu say that this was 
not an act of beneficence in you, 
that the poor man had perform- 
ed the conditions and was there- 
fore entitled to the money as a 
debt. But instead of the con- 
ditions rendering your act less a 
favor, itclearly appears to be a 
much greater one; for by per- 
forming the conditions the poor 
man has acquired a habit of in- 
dustry and temperance, and is 
qualified to enjoy your bounty; 
whereas if you had given him 
the money without requiring the 
conditions, it would have done 
him very little good. 

This in my opinion describes 
our situation with respect to God. 
The love, goodness, and grace 
of God, in making us an offer of 
salvation, and the effects of the 
death of Christ do not diminish 
the necessity or the obligations 
of the conditions, nor the requir- 
ing of conditions, diminish the 
love, goodness, and grace of God, 

A. LAYMAN. 


— 


THE IMPORTANCE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATICN. 


SECTION VII. 

Or ail the branches of ehris- 
tian education, no one is more 
important than that of eultivat- 
ing a temper of love and kind- 
ness towards fellow beings. It 
is indeed important that children 


should be taught to fear and love 
God as their heavenly Father; but 
this is no more important than that 
they should be taught to love 
their neighbors as themselves, as 
brethren and children of the 
same Father. For the second 
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commandment is like the first; 
and if they love not their breth- 
ren whom they have seen, how 
shall they love God, whom they 
have not seen. 

But as true as it is that no 
branch of education is more im- 
portant than cultivating love to 
fellow ereatures, it is equally 
true that this branch of duty has 
heen awfully neglected in all na- 
tions, and perhaps among most, 
if not all sects of christians. 
Had this point of parental duty 
been duly understood and per- 
formed for three centuries past, 
wars among christians would 
probably have ceased long ago. 
(here seems to have been a 
strange propensity in all nations 
and among most sects of chris- 
tians, to make religious obes 
dience to consist principally in 
outward acts of worship and at- 
tention to ceremonies, while the 
weightier matters of the law, 
justice, merey, and fidelity, are 
too little regarded, and of course 
too little cultivated in the minds 
of children. How many people 
feel safe, and think themselves 
saints, because they are punctual 
in their observance of some re- 
ligious ceremonies, while they 
habitually indulge hatreds to 
their fellow men,and allow them- 
selves in conduct which is unjust, 
injurious, unmercifal and cruel. 
In how many thousands of eases 
might God address christians as 
he did the Jews in the days of 
Isaiah: ‘Your new moons, and 
your appointed feasts my soul 
hateth: they are a trouble unto 
me; Tam weary to bear them. 
And, when ye spread forth your 
hands, I will hide mine eyes from 
yeu; yea, when ve make many 
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rayers, I will not hear; your 
hahale are full of blood.” Isaiah i. 
44%, 15. 

There is doubtless much di- 
versity in the natural passions 
and dispositions of children; 
but a still greater diversity is 
made by edueation. Let a con- 
trast be formed between those 
children who are educated in the 
best manner, by religious, affec- 
tionate and kind parents, who 
are careful to instil into the 
minds of their children senti- 
ments of justice, love and merey; 
and those children who are edu- 
eated like savages, and are 
brought up under the influence 
of irreligion, vice and cruelty: 
Into which of these classes would 
the christian go, expecting te 
find virtuous children; children 
in whom he could confide, and 
whom he would be willing to 
bring into his house, as asse- 
ciates for his own children? 
Whose conscience does not ad- 
mit the power and importance 
of virtuous education in view of 
such a contrast! 

We can only give at this time 
a mere outline of the care and 
the methods which parents should 
adopt, to cultivate love and kind 
affections in their children. 

Before children are capable of 
speaking, or even of understand- 
ing what others say, they are ea- 
pable of receiving impressions 
by kind or unkind treatwent and 
examples. And as they usually 
receive their first impressions at 
home, great eare should be taken 
that these early impressions are 
favorable. 

Parents should be very earefal 
that their treatment of each oth- 
er should be tender and affee- 
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tionate. Nothing perhaps is 
more caleulated te rain children 
than a habit of petulance and an- 
gry altercation between father 
and mother. In vain do such 
parents by word teach their ehil- 
dren to be kind and peaceable. 
Children will soon perceive the 
inconsistency between the pre- 
cepts and the example; and the 
example will have a much more 
powerful influence on their minds 
than the precepts. 

As soon as children are capa- 
ble of being influenced by verbal 
instruction, they should be taught 
the precepts of the christian re- 
ligion, and those preeepts should 
be enforced by benevolent exam- 
ples on the part of the parents. 
Not only should parents exem- 

lify the preeepts of love and 
fisednese in their treatment of 
each other, but in their treat- 
ment of all under their care, and 
in their treatment of their neigh- 
bors. “Provoke not your chil- 
dren to wrath, but bring them up 
in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord,” is one of the benevo- 
lent and important er of 
christianity; and one which can- 
not be disregarded by parents 
without danger to themselves and 
their offspring. 

Admonition, reproof and cor- 
rection should ever be adminis- 
tered with evidence of concern, 
and tender regard for the best in- 
terest of the child, and not in an- 
ger and ill will. Angry and pet- 


ulant rebukes may produce fear, 
but they do not produce love. 
Reproof or correction is very 
likely to produce in the mind 
of the child, feelings in a great 
degree correspondent to those 
with which it is administered. 
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Anger and ill nature in the pa- 
rent, will produce the same in 
the child; so will tenderness and 
concern, utfess the child has 
been already injured by impro- 
per treatment. Self gcvernment 
is an important lesson for par- 
ents to learn, in order to a due 
government of their children. 

» Not only should parents mani- 
fest before their children, a kind 
spirit towards each other, and 
towards all in the family, but 
also towards their neighbors, and 
all their fellow creatures. When 
they experieuce injuries, and 
hear of wicked, offensive conduet, 
their language should be such as 
to impress the minds of their 
children with the evil of such 
transgressions; but not to excite 
hatred towards the offender, or 
any wish to-render evil for evil. 
So in remarking on the miscon- 
duct and the vices of other chil- 
dren, the aim of parents should 
be to excite at once abhorrence 
of vice, and compassion and con- 
cern for the guilty. When they 
perceive in their children senti- 
ments of pity, kindness and 
love, one towards another, or to- 
wards other people, these should 
be approved and cherished. Evy- 
ery thing of an opposite charac- 
ter should be discountenanced, as 
wicked and dangerous. 

‘The examples of kind and be- 
nevolent people should be brought 
to the view of children as wor- 
thy of respect and imitation. 
Opposite examples should be re- 
marked upon in a manner caleu- 
lated to excite abhorrence te vice. 
As soon as they are capable of 
reading, care should be taken 
in the choice of books. Such as 
are at onee entertaining and a- 









































dapted to inspire them with 
friendly sentiments, and a regard 
for amiable characters, should 
be preferred. Such books as 
embellish vice and make it ap- 

ear alluring, should never be 
pat into the hands ef children; 
they are the bane of morals, and 
a curse to community. 

Children require much exer- 
cise, and. must be indulged in in- 
nocent amusements; but every 
thing of unkindness and cruelt 
should be prohibited and have no 
place in theirsports. The prac- 
tice of teazing and torturiug an- 
imals, or eausing them to torture 
one another, should never be 
countenaneed. Nothing is more 
easy than to excite kind affee- 
tions towards domestic animals, 
if proper care be taken, and to 
train up children in habits of 
craelty towards any beings ¢a- 
pabdle of feeling pain, is not on- 
ly uureasonabie in its nature, 
bat very injurious to the chil- 
dren themselves. Parents who 
are themselves unfeeling and un- 
merciful towards animals, and 
allow themselves in abusing or 
inflicting ugnecessary pain, are 
chargeable with great guilt, and 
their example must have a per- 
nicious tendency. <A virtuous 
parent cannot but be pleased to 
see in his children the expres- 
sions of pity and tenderness to- 
wards animals which are abused 
or in distress. Let such feelings 
ever be cherished. 

As soon as children become 
capable of perceiving the force 
of such considerations, their 
minds should be instructed and 
impressed by bringing to view 
the gréatness of God’s love to his 
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ereatures; his upholding them in 
life, his providing for their wants, 
his rendering them capable of 
happiness, and affording the 
means for making them happy. 
From this consideration, chil- 
dren should be led to see, and 
be made to feel, their obligations 
to be thankful to God, to be kind 
to one another, and to all who 
are the objects of God’s kindness; 
to see and to feel the unreasona- 
bleness of unkindness and-eruel- 
ty towards any beings that our 
heavenly Father supports by his 
daily care and mercy. When 
they see their children disposed 
te unkindness and ernelty, they 
shéuld lead them to consider, 
how displeasing such conduct 
must be to that God, who by his 
merey upholds their lives, and 
provides for their comfort. 

The love and the example of 
the Lord Jesus should be also 
urged; not only his love in lay- 
ing down his life for us, that we 
might be saved through him; but 
also the amiable, meek, forgiv- 
ing, and friendly spirit he dis- 
played, while he went about do- 
ing good. Particularly his kind- 
ness and love to little children 
should be brought to view, to 
excite esteem for him, and love 
and kindness one towards an- 
other. 

The word of God, and the 
course of his providence, pre- 
sent innumerable considerations, 
whieh feeling and faithful pa- 
rents may employ as means of 


making favorable impressions on — 


the minds of their offspring, and 
of inspiring their hearts with 
sentiments of love, of pity, and 


of kindness. The forbearance 
26 . 
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and long suffering of God, which 
is every day new, may be urged 
as a motive for children to be of 
a forbearing temper towards all; 
God’s readiness to pardon their 
trespasses, as a motive for them 
to display a forgiving temper. 
We grant that this mode of 
education is not ecaleulated to 
make our children renowned box- 
ers, duellists, eut throats, or 
blood thirsty soldiers; but if we 
wish them to be the hamble fol- 
lowers of the Prince of peace, 
these instructions are believed to 
be adapted to such a purpose. 
Do any of our readers imagine 
that too much importance has 
been attached toa yirtuous edu- 
cation? We wish them to try 
the experiment before they ab- 
solutely reject the plan, lest their 
children should be lost through 
misapprehension. It is believ- 
ed that no one can suppose there 
is any danger, in making the ex- 
periment, with proper reliance 
on God for his blessing. But is 
there no danger in refusing so to 
do? How often do you impute 
the vicious conduct of children 
to a vicious education? Why 
are you unwilling that your chil- 
dren should live in vicious fami- 
lies, or be exposed to the con- 
taminating influence of vicious 
company? Are you afraid the 
will become worse than totally 
depraved? Why do you use any 
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means te save your children, if 
you believe that means have no 
influence and are not adapted to 
the end? Is it merely with a 
view to make yourehildren more 
respectable in this world, that 
you would use means to preserve 
them from scandalous vices, or 
give them a religious education? 
Do not your conseiences dictate 
that God has, by his word and 
providence, rendered it more pro- 
bable that children will become 
truly virtuous and finally happy, 
who are favored with a virtuous 
education, than that those will, 
who are brought up in schools 
of pollution, depravity and guilt? 
If God has given this encourage- 
ment, how dare you deny that 
this is his appointed way for 
making children virtuous and 
happy? And how can you neg- 
lect in any measure the means 
which your own censciences tell 
you are the most probable means 
for saving your offspring from 
vice and misery? 

How often do parents impute 
the wickedness and vices of their 
children to the fall of our first 
parents, while in truth they are 
themselves the principal corrup- 
ters of their offspring—while 
they by their unfeeling neglect 
and vicious examples, have dene 
sevenfold more to ruin their 
children than it was possible for 
Adam to do! 





KEEP YOURSELVES IN THE LOVE OF GOD. 


In the last Number some rea- 
sons were given why we should 
love God. We are now to con- 
sider some of the means by which 
the love of Ged is to be preserv- 


ed in the minds of christians. 

‘The continual suceession of 
present and visible objects, tends 
to efface spiritual ideas from the 
mind, unless we are careful to 
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associate the idea of God with 
all we see, with all we enjoy, and 
with all we suffer, Nay, if we 
do not seriously attend to the 
cultivation of the love of Ged, 
the very means by which it 
should be preserved may be the 
means of excluding it from our 
hearts; and instead of leading 
us to him, they may engross our 
hearts and fix our attention on 
them. 

Some men who are versed in 
the visible wonders of creation, 
have yet never looked beyond the 
things themselves to God, the Au- 
thor of all things; and through a 
life spent in the study of his 
works, have not had an affection 
of which God himself was the 
ebject. We may see men deep- 
ly interested in the fate of na- 
tions, and wrought up in the 
mighty revolutions of the world, 
who have not a sentiment of con- 
fidence in the Author of all these 
ehanges. They regard not his 
hand as it gradually draws aside 
the veil, which hid fatarity from 
successive generations. Nay 
more—I am ashamed to say it— 
that men have had the word of 
God in their hands, morning and 
evening—have studied, quoted, 
interpreted, recommended this 
book of revelation, and yet the 
love of God, the Author of that 
scheme of salvation and dispen- 
sation of merey, has been a siran- 
ger to their hearts. A cold and 
dubious light seems to have at- 
tended through all their specula- 
tions—a light sprung from the 
low, damp vapors of an earthly 
mind. 

Would you keep yourselves in 
the love of God, beware of every 
thing which tends to obsenre the 
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perception of his excellenee, and 
deaden the sense of his mer- 
ey. Those good men who feel 
most habitually the influence of 
the love of God will tell you, 
that it suffers something, even 
from the usual cares and the in- 
dispensable occupations of life; 
that it requires to be refreshed 
by the exercises of religion and. 
by meditations of which God is 
the immediate object. Why do 
they withdraw occasionally from 
the cares of life? Why are they 
found in their closets and on 
their knees before their Maker? 
Why are they so ecarefal to at- 
tend on the ordinances of his re- 
ligion? Why so seriously en- 
gaged in public worship? God 
knows that he has not required 
this us needing amy thing from 
the creatures which he upholds. 
Nor do these pious people im- 
agine, that by such things they 
make an atonement for their sins. 
No! they find these retired and 
frequent intereourses with God 
salutary to their dispositions, 
and neeessary to the devotional 
vigor of their minds; that with- 
out them their love languishes, 
and indifference creeps in unob- 
served. 

Again, would you keep your- 
selves in the love of God, strive 
to suppress every evil inelina- 
tion, and to preserve your hearts 
as an unpolluted temple, where 
the fire of love may burn foerev- 
er. How ean he love God who 
is under the dominion of pas- 
sions hateful in the eyes of the 
Majesty of heaven? er who has 
constant reason to dread the in- 
dignation of the Lord who searche 
es the heart, on account of in- 
clinations hostile te all virtue, 
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truth and purity? How can he 
love God who feeds a lust which 
Ged abhors? 

But some will say, if thus the 
fear of God is inconsistent with 
the affection of love, who can 
entertain it in its purity? Who 
has not reason to dread the dis- 
Peeaeere of the Almighty? I 

ope there are those who, though 
they can never cast off a saluta- 
ry fear of the Most High, yet 
have no reason to look up to his 
throne with dismay. ‘That man 
who is bent on a course of life 
which he knows is hateful to 
God, turns away from him with 
dread and horror; not so the 
man, who has humbly repented 
of his sins, and fears he may fall 
again. 

It is perfect love only which 
casteth out fears; and we are not 
to neglect to cultivate this bless- 
ed prineiple, till all inconsistent 
principles are removed. Indeed 
it is not so much the fear of God 
which obstructs the love of him, 
as the prevalence of iniquity, 
and the domination of unsubdued 
lust. The child does not love 
his parent less because he fears 
to offend him; nor because he 
suspects or knows that he has 
done something by which he has 
incurred his father’s displeasure; 
but it is the proper combination 
of the various affections of re- 
spect, reverence, sorrow and 
hope, which exalts te the high- 
est piteh the sentiment of filial 
affection. ‘I'he fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom, and 
until we fear him as a Ged who 
abhors iniquity, we shall not 
traly love him. 

ould you keep yourselves in 
the leoye of God? ‘Then beware 
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of the love of the world and the 
love of pleasure. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon. I=fany 
man love the »world, the love of 
the Father is not in him. 

By the love of the world is 
meant a supreme and governing 
regard to the objects which must 
perish with the world itself, and 
such as no man ean carry with 
him out of life. You can imag- 
ine aman supremely devoted to 
the acquisition of present pos- 
sessions. Be they riches, com- 
forts, luxuries or honors, they 
will vanish when death waves 
his seeptre over the seene of his 
delights. Nay, you have not to 
imagine it, you need but go out 
into the world, and you may see 
such lovers of the world. Hap- 
py is your case if you do not find 
such by duly looking inte your- 
selves. If you have not con- 
ceived any happiness beyond 
what this world affords, and if 
your wishes are hounded b 
earthly things, we need not ake 
whether you love God. ‘These 
perishable objects answer for 
you, that they are yeur idols, 
and that your gods cannot save 
you. 

Q ye worldly men, what is 
there in the objects which swal- 
low up your thoughts and pow- 
ers? What is there worthy of 
this inordinate attachment? Are 
they really the possessions of the 
soul? Are they stable and per- 
manent? Do they always answer 
the fond expectations indulged in 
the pursuit? Are they so su- 
premely and ultimately good, 
that you may venture to forget 
him who gives them all their 
value, and on whom their dura- 
tion depends? Are they so good 











that God may be lost in the mul- 
titude of his benefits? Shall he 
be unregarded who gives you all 
you possess? Is it safe to love 
every thing but the Author of 
your abundance? 

These objects are not eternal. 
They have never rewarded o 
for the pursuit of them. They 
eannot be the final portion of a 
being, capable of intellectual con- 
ceptions, and the glory and hap- 
piness of a resemblance to that 
very divinity from whence they 
flow. ‘The human mind is sus- 
ceptible of pleasures which these 
things cannot affect; and with- 
out which all the world could 
not make it happy. There are 
sources of felicity within the 
reach of an immortal creature, 
independent ef all those things 
which perish with the using. 

Have you, UO man, ever felt 
the felicity of good affections, an 
approving conscience, and the 
hopes of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ? And can you believe 
that you were born only to grov- 
el about worldly possessions? 
Can you look up, as you some- 
times must, from the region of 
earnality and narrow pleasures 
in which you have been toiling, 
and see the gates of heaven 
thrown open, and the just as- 
cending with angels to the pres- 
ence of the eternal Mind—aspir- 
ing to the friendship and ever- 
lasting enjeyment of God, who 
is all intellect and goodness?— 
ean you contemplate all this, 
and not make one effort to break 
from your enthralment, and to 
shake off the sordid dust that in- 
cumbers you, and try to soar to 
that intellectual region! 
Perhaps you willsay you have 
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been mis sented, that yon 
are really happy in your pres- 
ent slavery to the world—at 
least as happy us you wish to be. 
Be it so, but how long will this 
endure! or of what can it sup- 
ply the place! Can this world’s 
goods redeem a single man from 
death? Can it mitigate the ago- 
nies of a burdened conscience, 
or insure an honorable and hap- 
py state in that unchangeable 
world which lies before you. 
When your conscience is op- 
pressed with guilt, and alarmed 
with the prospect of a judgment 
to eome; collect around you, all 
your treasures—and what is 
their sum! Of what avail are 
they now—how they shrink in- 
to nothing! On the other hand, 
when conscience bears testimony 
to integrity and piety, and you 
see God waiting te receive you, 
without all this pomp and glit- 
ter, what then are they worth? 
Sometimes perhaps your hearts 
have been rent with grief, or 
your limbs racked with pain, 
or your frame has been lan- 
guishing with sickness; what 
then was the consolation which 
this world’s goods administer- 
ed? If it has been your lot to 
have knewn nothing by expe- 
rience ef such sorrows and suf- 
ferings; yet the time will come 
when you will be on a dying 
bed, the tide of life will be ebb- 
ing away, every breath will seem 
to be the last; then when the 
invisible world shall open on 
your soul, what will all these 
earthly objects be to you! Keep 
yourselves then in the love of 
God, and wait for his Son from 
heaven. B. 
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Character of Mrs. Peabody, 


CHARACTER OF MRS, ELIZABETH PEABODY, LATE OF ATKIN; 
SON, N. H. 


Tue abuse of obituary notices 
is no argument against their atil- 
ity; and if the qualities of com- 
mon characters have been some- 
times exaggerated, it furnishes 
mo reason why the excellencies 
of the truly great should be suf- 
fered to remain in obscurity. 

The death of Mrs. Peabody has 
caused a very deep and a very 
extensive sorrow. ‘Tears have 
fallen toher memory in almost 
every part of our country, and 
many are yet to drop in those 
distant places where the tidings 
ef her decease have not reach- 
ed. 

She was descended from one 
of the most respectable ances- 
tries, and allied to some of the 
most desirable connexions in 
New England. Her father was 
Mr, Smith, minister of Wey- 
mouth. She first married Rev. 
Mr. Shaw of Haverhill, and after 
his death was united to the wor- 
thy character who is now left to 
mourn an irreparable loss.—Such 
is the simple history of her 
life, which was unmarked by 
any striking incidents. If it 
would be proper however to give 
the history of a single day of that 
life, the details might be numer- 
ous, instructive, and interest- 
ing. But as we must not intrude 
toe closely imto the shades of 
domestic life, a general sketch 
of her character will be attempt- 
ed, in order to meet the expeeta- 
tions of her friends, and fulfil 
the duty which is owing to de- 
parted excellence. 


For the Christian Disciple. 


Mrs. Peabody was endued 
with a mind of the first order, 
which, considering the state of 
education in our country, receiv- 
ed no ordinary degree of culti- 
vation. But under whatever de- 
ficiencies her education labored, 
they were amply remedied, not 
only by her subsequent applica- 
tion, but by the freshness and 
elasticity of an intellect, which 
till the latest period of her life, 
would grasp at every improve- 
ment, and imbibe with all the 
ardor of youth, every idea which 
possessed the claims, either of 
novelty or utility. Her readin 
was solid and extensive, an 
drew from her remarks which 
equalled in wisdom and interest 
the works she perused. 

Her talent in teaching the 
young was unrivalled. She 

rought knowledge down to the 

level of their understandings; 
she was careful to imbue them 
with the purest taste; and she 
was unwearied in forming their 
hearts to the love of virtue. 

Her heart was as good as her 
mind was great. Duty was the 
point round which her actions 
revolved. Her character was a 
remarkable componond of mild- 
uess and energy. ‘To an un- 
common knowledge of the char- 
acters, she united a tender chari- 
ty towards the imperfections of 
others. She possessed that nev- 
er-failing mark of true superior- 
ity a respect for the just claims 
of others; and such was her apt 


of giving to all their due, that 








ihere was none within her pres- 
ence, who did not feel himself to 
be of some importance. 

One of the most conspicuous 
traits in the character of Mrs. 
Peabody was an unvarying dis- 

lay of the most perfect good 

reeding. Inthe department of 
manners, at least, she must in 
her youth have received an ac- 
complished education. Every 
word, every motion discovered it. 
itis hard to say whether she 
shone with most dignity and 
grace in the unobserved scenes 
of familiar retirement, or with 
most ease and self-command, 
when exposed to the gaze of 
numbers, None who had once 
seen and conversed with her, 
could recollect her without emo- 
tions of respect, unless he had 
been indifferent to a rare combi- 
tion of attractive personal 
charms with the soundest sense 
and the purest virtue. 

But a shone brightest as a 
christian, Her religion seemed 
to be directly drawn from the 
New Testament, and a spectator 
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would say, that its precepts were 
fresh in ber memory, and opera- 
tive in her conduct. She was 
far, however, from interpretin 
those precepts too rigidly; and, 
if possible, still farther from the 
lax extreme. Whatever of se- 
vere there was in her character, 
was spent almost entirely upon 
herself. If she was sometimes 
angry at the faults of others, her 
anger was not without effeet— 
and was consequently transient. 
The truth is, that in the imme- 
diate sphere of such a woman, 
but few faults will be committed. 
Vice dares not encounter the 
frown of so powerful a represen- 
tative of virtue, and we get a- 
way from the reach of her cen- 
sure, before we venture te de- 
serve it. Perhaps it was this 
circumstance, in part, whieh 
made her breast so unsuspicions, 
and her life so serene. 

God took her to himself with- 
out any warning—but it is not 
the suddenness of her death that 
we lament—she lived prepared 
to die.” 


oe 


Hllustrations of passages in the New Testament, which refer to senti- 
ments, &c. among the Jews in the time of our Savior. 


43. 

John vy. 10-16. “The Jews 
therefore said unto him that was 
cured, it is the Sabbath day; it is 
not lawful for thee to carry thy 


bed-—And therefore did the Jews 
persecute Jesus, and sought to 
slay him, because he had done 
these things on the Sabbath day.” 

Ir is a most affecting view of 


* We have ventured to give this character of Mrs. Peabody without hav- 
ing had personal acquaintance with her, and without knowing by whom the 


account was written. But we request that in future, these who may furnish 


biographical sketches for this work, would favor us with their names, that we 
may have some ground on which to form an estimate of the probability that the 
communications are correct. We hope that no one would wish to mislead us, 


but we think mueh caution is necegsary in giving characters. 
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the depravity of the Jews in the 
time of our Lord, which’ the 
evangelist exhibits to us in these 
expressions. A man who had 
been thirty eight years diseased, 
was healed by Jesus on the Sab- 
bath; and because the miracle 
was too publick to be denied— 
and if acknowledged, would have 
been unquestionable evidence of 
his divine authority—to evade 
what they could not deny, the 
Jews accuse him of violating the 
law of the Sabbath. It was no 
ordinary state of debasement, in 
which recourse was had to such 
means of resisting convictions, 
which, unopposed, would have 
brought them to the most grate- 
ful reception of the Messiah; 
and in these most confirmed er- 
rors and vices, we see the jus- 
tice of the judgments, which 
were soon after executed upon 
them. 

But what were the peculiar 
sentiments of the Jews concern- 
ing the Sabbath? 

The word Sabbath signifies 
rest; but it is sometimes applied 
to all the festivals of the Jews, 
heeause they were days of rest 
from the common employments 
of life. But it most frequently 
denotes the seventh day of the 
week; and by Matthew and 
Luke, it is used to signify the 
whole week.* Much has been 
written on the question, Was the 
Sabbath instituted on the seventh 
day of the world, or not till the 
departure of the Israelites from 
Egypt? But it seems to be the 
sentiment of the Jews, even if 
there were an antediluvian, and 
a patriarchal Sabbath, that the 
day which they observed as a 


* Gr. Test. Matt. xxviii 1. 
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Luke xviii, 12. 
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Sabbath, was peculiarly and ex- 
clusively appointed for. them- 
selves. “My Sabbath shall you 
keep, for it is a sign between me 
and you, throughout your genera- 
tions, that you may know that I 
am the Lord who hath sanctified 
you;” (Exodus, xxxi. 13, 16, 17.) 
or separated you from the rest of 
mankind. Hence say the Jew- 
ish doctors, by servants who were 
to rest on the Sabbath, is te be 
understood such only as were cir- 
cumeised; and that others might 
work on the Sabbath, as an Is- 
raelite might on any other day. 

The Jews advance thirty nine 
negative precepts, concerning 
things not to be done on the 
Sabbath; beside many others, 
which are appendages to them. 
For example, “it is forbidden to 
reap; and therefore, to gather 
ears of corn, because it is a sert 
of reaping. It is not lawfal to 
sow; and therefore not lawful to 
walk on ground newly sown, be- 
cause the seed adhering to the 
feet, may be carried from place 
to place, which is a kind of sow- 
ing. Grass may not be walked 
upon, lest it should be bruised, 
which is a sort of threshing.”— 
We might cite more ef these neg- 
ative precepts, which are equal- 
ly characteristic of those who 
formed, and of these who adopt- 
ed them. But these are enough. 
Work of any kind, except that 
which was done by the priests 
in the temple, for the religious 
services of the day, was not on- 
ly forbidden, but was a capital 
offence. It appears indeed, that 
in the time of our Lord, they 
would water their cattle, or dake 
a beast from a pit inte which it 











had fallen; but they condemned 
the disciples of Christ, for rub- 
bing the ears of corn in their 
hands, doubiless because it was 
a sort of threshing! and they per- 
secuted Jesus, and sought to slay 
him. beeause he had ecommand- 
ed the man whom he had heal- 
ed, to carry home his bed, upon 
the Sabbath day!—The law, as 
they received it in the wilder- 
ness, required that they should 
bake their manna on Friday, for 
the food of the Sabbath, because 
on that day none would be given; 
(Exod. xvi. 23, 26.) and consid- 
ering this as a —_— duty, 
the Jews dressed no meat on the 
Sabbath. And the command, 
“Ye shall kindle no fire through- 
out your habitations onthe Sab- 
bath,” (Exod. xxxv. 3.) which is 
thought to have referred only to 
the fire, which was used in the 
work for the tabernacle, and not 
to have been of perpetual obli- 
gation, was however so interpret- 
ed, that it was thought to be un- 
lawful to kindle any fire on that 
day. But the law enjoined also, 
that no man should go out of his 
on tie Sabbath day; (Ex. 

xvi. 29.) which certainly could 
not be meant, to confine them to 
their houses, since the Sabbath 
was to be celebrated by a holy 
convocation, or by the assembling 
of the people for public worship. 
But so strictly was the law on 
this subject observed, that in the 
beginning of the Maceabean wars, 
the Jews suffered themselves to 
be burned, or smothered, rather 
than defend themselves, by stop- 
ping the mouths of their caves. 
attathias, however, convinced 
them of their error, by teaching 
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them that self-murder was @ 
greater crime, than breaking the 
Sabbath. But though they af- 
terwards would defend. theme 
selves, they would not, on that 
day, attack their enemies; and 
Pompey, observing this, as he 
was besieging Jerusalem in favor 
of Hyrcanus, against his brother 
Aristobulus, ordered that no as- 
sault should be made on the Sab- 
bath; but that the day should be 
employed by his army in earry~ 
ing on their works, filling up the 
ditehes with which the temple 
was fortified, and arranging their 
battering engines; by which means 
he took the city, and brought the 
Jews under subjection to the Ro- 
mans. 

To carry a bed on the Sab- 
bath, was to work. Thisis the 
only defence which could have 
been made of the accusation, that 
our Lord, in this instance, had 
violated the law of the Sabbath. 


And how very irreproachable: 


must have been his conduet, when 
no greater offence could be al- 
leged against him! | 

t was the law of God, “from 
even unto even shall ye celebrate 


your Sabbath.” (Lev. xxiij. $2.) 


The Jews therefore began their 
Sabbath, at 6 o’clock on Friday 
evening; but the whole of Friday 
was considered as so far pre 
atory to the Sabbath, that they 
did not travel on that day more 
than twelve miles, lest, comin 
home late, they should not have 
leisure to prepare for the Sab- 
bath. Their Judges were not 
allowed on that day to sit in 
judgment, upon causes of life and 
death; and allartificers were fer. 
bidden to work, except shoemak. 
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ers and tailors, for repairing ap- 
parel, Bat from 3 o’clock on 
Friday afternoon, till 6, was pe- 
culiarly, the preparation of the 
Sabbath. In this time, even the 
richest, who had many servants, 
wrought with their own hands, 
to hasten the work of prepara- 
tion; and in this service, would 
perform even menial offices. To 
this day of preparation we have 
allusions in Mark xy. 42, and 
Luke xxiii. 54. 

We read in Acts i. 12, of a 
Sabbath day’s journey; that is, a 
distance of 2000 cubits; which 
some interpret to be one mile, 
and others two; the sacred cubit 
containing three feet, and the 
common ecubit but a foot and a 
half. When the Israelites march- 


ed under the command of Joshua, 


(ch. iii. 4.) a space was left of 
2000 cubits between the camp 
and the ark; and because, on the 
Sabbath, they were all to repair 
to the place of God’s worship, 
which was 2000 cubits from 
those who encamped the nearest 
to it, this distance was called a 
Sabbath day’s journey. 

We are very desirous of mak- 
ing these numbers as short, as is 
consistent with their professed 
object; and therefore, as Jewish 
sentiments of the Sabbath will 
probably be interesting to many, 
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we will avail ourselves of a fu-' 
ture opportunity of recurring to 
them. Of all the festivals which 
God had enjoined, there is ne 
one of which the Jews are so 
jealous, or of which they speak 
so magnificently, as of the Sab- 
bath. ‘They call it their spouse, 
because God gave it to them 
alone, exclusive of all nations; 
and so very difficult is it to con- 
form to all which they require 
on that day, that the Rabbins 
affirm, if the people of Israel 
evuld keep but two Sabbaths as 
they ought to be kept, they should 
soon be delivered from their op- 
pressions.—We hope, and with- 
out a doubt believe, in their de- 
liverance; and that it will be- 
glorious, beyond their own an- 
ticipations. But it will be by 
other means. May God hasten 
the time, when “all Israel shall 
be saved,” by the acknowledg- 
ment of Jesus, the Messiah; and 
when every knee shall bow in his 
name, and every tongue con- 


fess that he is Lord, to the Glory 


of Gop the Faruer. 

[Weemse’s Christian Syna-- 
gogue, p. 85 and seq. God- 
win’s Moses and Aaron, ch 3, B. 
8. Jenning’s Jew. Antiq. V. ii. 

.188 and seq. Beausobre’s and 
’ Enfant’s Introd. p. 226. | 
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DIALOGUE BETWEEN ASAPH AND BEZA, 
On the respect due to our ancestors and their opinions. 


{It is due to the writer of this dia- 
logue to say that it was not occasioned 
by any recent event. It was prepared 
as itnow appears for our last Number, 
and postponed for want of room.} 


Asaph, You appear, my friend, 


to he much dejected. 
Beza. appear then as I feel. 
A. May { ask the cause of 
this sadness? 
B. I have been meditating on 








the state of religion and the pro- 
gress of error in our mage un- 
til my very heart issick, When 
I consider how many of the eler- 
gy at the present time have 
grossly departed from the faith 
and purity of our ancestors, I 
cannot but be alarmed and dis- 
tressed. 

4. We have indeed much rea- 
son to lament that there is so lit- 
tle of “pure and undefiled reli- 
gion” among us. 

B. Our forefathers were re- 
nowned for purity of faith and 
manners. Their religious opin- 
ions aceorded with the West- 
minster Catechism, which was 
formed by more than a hundred 
divines, eminent for learning and 
fee mee who were indeed 

urning and shining lights. But 
now we have a great number of 
clergymen, who boldly dissent 
from some of the most essential 
articles in the Catechism. 

4. Do you, sir, agree in all 
points with the Westminster As- 
sembly? 

B. Not in every thing, for I 
an not satisfied with the presby- 
terian form of church govern- 
ment. Nor did our forefathers, 
who first settled New England, 
agree with the Assembly in this 
particular. 

A. Your dissent from the As- 
sembly, then, is very considera- 
ble, and it must imply that even 
in your own view they were not 
infallible guides. But let me ask 
farther. De you accede to all 
the articles of faith expressed in 
the Catechism? ! 

B. I cannot say that I do to 
all, but I aceede to them in gen- 
eral, and to all that are essential. 

4. Were not the doctrines of 
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imputed sin, imputed righteous- 
ness, particular redemption, &c. 
from which you dissent, consid- 
ered by our forefathers as among 
the most essential doctrines of 
the gospel? 

B. ‘They indeed viewed them 
as such, but I do not. 

A. If you take the libert 
to dissent on some points whieh 
they deemed essential, and allow 
yourself to judge differently from 
them, as to what is true, and 
what is essential, why do you 
feel offended with others for tak- 
ing the same liberty? 

B. Others dissent on points 
which J think are essential, ' 

4. But do they dissent on 
points which they deem essen- 
tial? If not, why are they more 
blamable than you are? Have 
they not as good a right to judge 
of what is true and essential as 
other people? And. do you not 
blame them for dissenting from 
you, rather than for dissenting 
from the fathers? 

B. They seem to me to take 
pleasure in dissenting from the 
ieee fathers. of the Assembly, 

ut it always grieves me when I 
see occasion to dissent from such 
godly men. | 

A. I have, Sir, myself en- 
tertained great respect for the 
Assembly and their Catechism; 
but I have become convinced, 
that there is such a thing as an 
undue respect for the characters 
and opinions of ancestors. ‘The 
Assembly was composed of men 
of like passions with others; and 
they were called together under 
circumstances which exposed 
them in a high degree to. be 
misled by their passions and 
prejudices. | 
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B. IThave not paid much at- 
tention to the history of those 
times; but I have supposed that 
the time of their meeting was a 
time of great light in the chureh, 
and I have sincerely lamented 
that the light of that period has 
been so obscured, by licentious 
inquiries and a latitudinarian 
Sprit. 

A. Suppose, Sir, that our re- 
ligious controversies should be- 
come blended with our political 
dissensions—that these dissen- 
sions should increase till they re- 
sult in a dreadful civil war 
throughout the United States, 
and that in the midst of such a 
war, one of the parties should 
call together an assembly of di- 
vines to form articles of faith for 
the whole nation; what should 
we naturally expect from such 
an assembly? 

B. It weuld be reasonable to 
suppose that under such cireum- 
stances, an assembly would be 
so influenced by their passions, 
their prejudices, and their pros- 
pects, that little reliance could 
be placed on any thing they 
would produce. 

4. Such, Sir, were the disad- 
vantages under which the West- 
minster Assembly was called to- 
gether, and under which they 
formed the articles of faith that 
have heen so much celebrated. 

B. This is news to me. Will 
you give me a little of the his- 
tory of those times? 

A. I will state a few facts. 
The Westminster Assembly was 
eonvened in the summer of 1643, 
which was the second year of 
the civil war between Charles I, 
with his party on one side, and 
the majority of the English par- 
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liament with their party on the 
other. At that period England, 
Scotland, and Ireland were three 
kingdoms under one king. The 
people were divided as to reli- 
ion into papists and proiestants, 
n England and Scotland the 
protestants were subdivided into 
three parties, episcopalians, pres- 
byterians, and puritans. 

Before that time, the papists 
and protestants had been so 
nearly equal in numbers, that 
whichever party the government 
favored, the other was sure to be 
oppressed and persecuted. For 
the protestants, as well as the 
papists, assumed the right of de- 
stroying their opponents, which 
in truth was one of the very 
worst of the popish errors. 

‘The presbyterians had beeome 
the ruling party in Scotland. 
Five years hefore the Westmin- 
ster Assembly, they had formed 
what was called the “National 
Covenant,” which was subscrib- 
ed by all ranks of people, ‘no- 
blemen, barons, minisiers,” &c. 
By this Covenant they solemnly 
bound themselves to act the part 
of persecutors against papisis, 
episcopalians,and whoevershould 
dare to dissent openly from their 
articles of faith. Having de- 
elared their faith to be the only 
true faith, their religion the only 
true religion; and having men- 
tioned the intolerant and san- 
guinary acts of their parliament, 
which they meant to carry into 
effect, against all who should de- 
part from their creed; they say, 
‘And, therefore, from the know- 
ledge and conscience of our duty 
to God, to our king, and>to our 
country—“Wer PROMISE AND 
SWEAR BY THE GREAT NAME OF 








THE Lorp ovr Gop,to continue in 
the profession and obedience of 
the said true religion; that we will 
defend the same, and resist all con- 
trary errors and corruptions, ac- 
cording to our vocation, and to 
the utmost of that power that God 
hath put into our hands, all the 
days of our life.’—Perhaps a 
more presumptuous and san- 
uinary Covenant, than this, 
ad never been made since the 
time that more than forty men 
bound themselves under a curse 
not to eat nor drink till they had 
killed Paul; yet such was the 
light, or the darkness, which pre- 
vailed in Scotland but five years 
rior to the Westminster Assem- 
ly. 

°. Permit me here to ask, 
did the Covenanters say they 
would persecute and put men to 
death, who should dissent from 
them? 

4. Nootherwise than by swear- 
ing to act in conformity to such 
bloody laws as made it rebellion 
against the king, to dissent from 
the creed of their church; and 
which exposed men to “be pun- 
ishable as rebellers or gainstand- 
ers—who shall not give their 
confession and make their pro- 
fession of the said true religion.” 
Neither poe nor protestants 
were willing to admit, that they 
were persecutors in torturing and 
burning those who dissented from 
them; but each with the great- 
est truth aceused the other ef 
persecution. 

B. Proceed, Sir, if you please, 
with your narrative. 

A. In 1644, two years prior 
to the meeting of the Westmin- 
ster Assembly, the popish mas- 
sacre teok place in Ireland. This 
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was one of the most horrid 
scenes that was ever witnessed 
in our guilty world. 40,000 is 
the lowest calculation, and some 
writers swell the account to 
450,000 or more of the English 
protestants, who fell a sacrifice 
to the vengeance and fanaticism 
of the papists. Men, women, and 
children, and ple of every 
rank,were indiscriminately butch- 
ered by these savage christians, 
and with circumstances of the 
most dreadful barbarity. This 
Irish rebellion had not been quell- 
ed when the civil war in Eng- 
land commenced. | 

In the seeond year of the civil 
war, the king’s party had gained 
some advantages, and the parlia- 
ment were in need of aid. The 
sent commissioners to Scotland 
to form a kind of alliance, and 
to procure help. These com- 
missioners proposed and obtain- 
ed what was called “A solemn 
League and Covenant,” to effect 
a uniformity of faith throughout 
the three kingdoms. In this 
League the subseribers in Scot- 
land and England, mutually and 
solemnly bound themselves to aid 
each other, and to do all the 
could to extirpate popery an, 
prelacy,or the episcopal form of 
church government. 

In the same year, and in fure 
therance of the same party de- 
sign, the English parliament 
called together the Westminster 
Assembly of divines. The di- 
vines who met were appointed 
by che parliament while at~war 
with their king, except five com- 
missioners who were sent from 
Seotland. This Assembly, there- 
fore, met under all the disad- 
vantages which result from the 
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"gene and prejudices excited 
y civil war, when both religion 
and politics are blended in the 
quarrel. 

B. ifthe Assembly was call- 
ed under such circumstances, 
why have these fathers been so 
renowned for piety? 

4. I suppose that. some of 
them were eminently good wen; 
but we know that party spirit 
makes strange work in estimat- 
ing characters, as well as in 
judging of other things. The 
divines were evidently chosen for 
a party purpose, and they must 
have been eminent indeed, if they 
were above being influenced by 
party considerations, in such a 
time, and under such circumstan- 
ees. 

B. The people of England 
and Scotland did not surely long 
continue their religivus connex- 
son; what then became of the 
Solemn League and Covenant? 

4. About seventeen years af- 
terthe league was formed,Charles 
WI. having been restored to the 
throne, the parliament of Secot- 
land passed an act “declaring 
the Covenant to be unlawful, 
and its obligation void and 
null.” 

B. What was done on the 
pert of England to get rid of the 

eague? 

4. ‘They restored prelaey, 
and ordered the Solemn League 
and Covenant “to be burnt by the 
hands of the hangman.” 

B. It is probable that in the 
eourse of seventeen years, many 
of the subseribers had died, but I 
do not know what the survivers 
did with their consciences. 

A. ‘They probably did as oth- 
er people do, who, under the in- 
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fluence of party zeal, snbscribe 
articles of faith not found in the 
Bible, and which they do not 
understand. When they come 
to their senses, they condemn 
their own rash conduet in sub- 
scribing, and then feel at liberty 
to act ‘according to existing cir- 
cumstances. 

B. All the cireumstances you 
have mentioned do not amount to 
proof, that the members of the 
Westminster Assembly were not 
godly men; nor that the articles 
of faith drawn up by them, were 
not according to the gospel. 

/l. ‘They however, show, that 
the time of their meeting was not 
a time of so great light in the 
church, as you and many others 
have supposed; and that the o- 
pinions of the Assembly are not 
entitled to such credit, as to be 
made the standard of truth or 
faith, nor to be admitted at all, 
without the most careful exami- 
nation. I think the Assembly 
did as well as could be expected, 
of good men, whe had just emerg- 
ed from the midnight darkness 
of popery, and who were called 
together for a party purpose, in 
a time of civil war. 

B. Our forefathers who first 
settled New England, were of 
the sect called puritans; 1 hope 
you will allow that they were 
eminent for piety. 

4. I have no wish to cast 
any odium on the character of 
the Westminster Assembly, nor 
on the first settlers of New Eng- 
land. Making proper allowanc- 
es for the opinion and manners 
of the age in which their lot was 
cast, I am disposed to judge fa- 
vorably of them. There was, 
however, probably a great diver- 
































sity of character among them, as 
well as among their descendants. 
‘lo speak without reserve, I ean- 
not havea very high. opinion of 
the light that prevailed at that 

eriod, on either side of the At- 
famties for it is my settled belief, 
that the principle and spirit of 
persecution in any sect, are not 
consisteut with the prevalenee 
of a great degree of either chris- 
tian light or christian love. 

B. 1 am aware that sucha 
spirit did prevail in that age, 
and that there were some blood 
effects of it among our forefath- 
ers in this country. 

A. 1 will then ask, Do you 
find any thing worse than th 
in those ministers whom you ac- 
euse of departing from the faith 


and purity of their ancestors? 


Would it increase your charity 


for them, should you see them so 


converted, as to embrace the 
Catechism by wholesale, and 


with it the principle and spirit, 


of persecution, so far as to at- 
tempt the support of their doc- 
trines by inflicting on dissenters 
imprisonment, scourging, bauish- 
ment and death? 

B. Perhaps I have been un- 
der a mistake in estimating char- 
acters. You have brought to 
view some things which I had 
not duly considered. I need 
some time for reflection. I will 
think of what you have said, and 
perhaps have another interview 
on the subject at a future time. 

4. Be assured, Sir, that it 
affords me no pleasure, to dwell 
on the imperfections of our an- 
cestors. But when I see a kind 
of respect paid to their charac- 
ters and opinions, which tends to 
make of “no effect” the com- 
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mandments of our Savior respect- 
ing brotherly love, long suffering» 
and forbearance; and which dis- 
poses christians of the present 
time, to feel themselves justified 
in censerious judging, and au- 
thorized to establish criterions of 
a christian character and terms 
of communion, not so much as 
hinted at as such in the gospel; 
I feel in duty bound, to do what I 
ean to correct the mistake, by a 
fair statement of facts. By an 
undue veneration for opinions, 
received by tradition from their 
fathers, the Scribes and Phari- 
sees of cur Savior’s time, not on- 
ly ‘made the word of God of no: 
effect,” and justified the most fla- 
grant violations of the divine 
commands, bat also rejected the 
Son of God, loaded him with re- 
proach, and put him to death. 
We should take warning by their 
dreadful example, lest by a simi- 
lar delusion we should be led to 
a violation of the commands of 
Jesus, and to condemn those who 
make it their aim to do justly, 
to love merey, and to walk hum- 
bly with God. We should re- 
member that loving the specula- 
tive “opinions of our ancestors, 
is a very different thing from 
loving the Lord Jesus, or loving 
one another as he loved us. Seo 
far as any of our ancestors pos- 
sessed the christian spirit, they 

ossessed the spirit of love and 
idan lore to God and love 
to their fellow ereatures; and the 
more there is in any sect or any 
person of Love To ALL, the more 
there is of “puRE AND UNDE- 
FILED RELIGION.” 

B. 1 think there is some trath 
in your remarks, but I must have 
time for reflection, 
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4. While you reflect, be pleas- 
ed to ask yourself this question, 
What but a bewildering respect 
for the characters and opinions of 
our forefathers, has made ehris- 
tians of the present day believe, 
that the savage custom of war 
is consistent with the benevolent 


precepts of the gospel? If you 
pursue this inquiry, I think 
you will be convinced that it is 
time for christians to pay more 
respect to the commands of Je- 
sus, and less to the doetrines and 
commandments of our ancestors. 


a 6 


POETRY. 


‘* LAZARUS COME FORTH.” 


Orrressenv by grief, and sick with 
care, 

Where shall the fainting soul repair? 

Can sympathy assuage its woes, 

And pour the balm of sweet repose? 

Bid its tumultuous sorrows cease, 

And to the mourner whisper peace? 


Can sympathy to life restore, 

The vital pulse which beats no more? 

Raise from the dust the faded form? ’ 
Again its icy functions warm? 

Spread o’er the cheek health’s vivid 
bloom; 


My God, thy presence I implore. 
O let thy aid be mine! 


And may this calm and solemn hour, 


Be marked with light divine. 









a 


SELF EXAMINATION. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Recent Annual Meetings. 


On Monday, 29 May, The Massa- 
chusetts Congregational Charitable So- 
ciety for the relief of destitute widows officers. 


The sleeping eve again illume? 


The fire of intellect impart; 

Call back to earth the palsied heart? 
Bid it with sense, with ardor burn, 
And dust from dust again return? 


Blest Jesus! en thy sacred breast, 

Thy loved disciple found his rest. 

Tuy sympathy alone, could heal 

The woes, which others only feel. 

For thine could bid with glistening eyes: 

From the cold grave, thy friend arise. 
** 









O give me grace to search my heart; 


Its purposes review; 
And may each day fresh strength im- 
art, 
To form my life anew. m9 


and children of deceased ministers 
held their annual meeting, and chose 
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Joun Latrurop, N. D. Pres. 

His Hon. Wm Paicurps, V. Pres. 
EvIPHAceT Porter, D. D. Treas. 
Rev. Joseph McKean, LL. D. Sec. 


Council. 


His Hon. Wm. Phillips, Hon. George 
Cabot, Joseph Dana, D. D. David 
Osgood, D. D. Abiel Holmes, D. D. 
and Rev. William Shaw. 

The Rev. President Appleton was 
elected member of the Society im the 
place of Rev. Dr. Barnard, deceased; 
and Hen. Benjamin Pickman, in the 
place of the Hoa. Benjamin Goodhue. 


wee 


Own Tuesday, 30 May, ** The Episco- 
pal Convention” met in Trinity Church; 
and the Rev. Asa Eaton preached from 
Isuiah xii. 1. “For Zion’s sake will I 
not hold my peace, and for Jerusa- 
lem’s sake I will not rest,” &c. 


At 4o0’clock, P. M.the Rev. John 
Allyn of Duxborough delivered the 
eighth annual sermon before * The So- 
ciety for promoting Christian knowledge, 
piety, and charity,’’ in the First Church, 
Chauncey place, from Rev. iii. 2. ‘*Be 
watchful, and strengthen the things, 
which remain, that are ready tu die.” 

The officers chosen were 
Rev. Dr. Laturep, Pres. 

Rev. Dr. Porter, Vice Pres. 
Mr. Evisua Cuiap, Treas. 
Rev, SamvEu Rip.ey, Sec. 


Trustees. 


Professor Sidney Willard, 
Rev. Edward Richmond, 
Rev. Charles Loweil, ’ 
Rev. John Pierce, 

Rev. Ezra Ripley, 

Hon. Daniel A. White, 
Mr. Andrews Norton, 
Rev. Francis Parkman. 

The preacher for the next year is 
the Rev. Charles Lowell of Boston; 
and for the following, the Kev. Ed- 
ward Richmond of Stoughton. 


eee 
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hx the evening of the same day, the 
Rey. Peter Sanborn of Reading 
preached the sixteenth annual sermon 
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before ** The Massachusetts. Missionary 
Society,” in the Old South Church, from 
Gen. xxii. 16, 17, 18, “By myself have 
I sworn, saith the Lord,”® &c. on the 
nature, extent, and perpetuity of the 
Abrahamic covenant, and the encour- 
agement hence derived for missionary 
exertions. A collection was then tak- 
en. 


ee on 


At the General Election, 31 May, 
the Rev. James Flint of Bridgewater 
preached, from Deut. iv. 9. “Only take 
heed to thyself,” &c. 


In the evening of the same day, the 
Rev. Nathaniel Thayer of Lancaster 
preached the first sermon in Boston, 
before “‘The Evangelical Mission 
Soeiety,” in the Old South, from M 
xvi. 20. “And they went forth, and 
preached every where,” &e. There 
was then a collection of $165, 73. 

This Society was instituted at Lan- 
caster in 1807. 

Officers chosen at the last yearly 
meeting in October. 

Hon. Errjamn Braicuam, Pres. 

Rev. Ezra Ripiey, Vice Pres. 

Rev. N. Tuayver, Cor. & Kec. Sec. 
Hon. Benjamin Herwoop, Treas. 


Trustees. 


The President and Vice President, 
Rev. Aaron Bancroft, D. D. Joseph 
Allen, Esq. Dea. John White, Rev. 
Reuben Puffer, D. D.. Dea. Moses 
Coolidge, Rev. Asa Packard, Thom- 
as W. Ward, Esq. Rev. Richard R. 
Eliot, Isaac Fiske, Esq. Mr. Josiah 
Bridge, Rev. John Foster, Rev. Isaac 
Allen. 

The next annual meeting willbe at 
Shrewsbury, 4 October, at which the 
Rev. Joseph Chickering is to preach. 
The second preacher is the Rey. 
Isaac Allen of Bolton. 

This Society originated the plan ef 
locating their missionfries; and from 
the experiment they alreacy begin to 
find the happiest results. Any person 
may become a member, on paying two 
dollars a year to aid the benevolent 
objects of the institution. 
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“The Massachusetts Convention of 
Coxgrégational Ministers” met on 31 
May, and the 1 of June. 
On Thursilay the Rev. Charles 
Stearns, D. D. of Lincoln preached 
from John xiii. 13. ‘*¥Ye@call me Mas- 
ter and Lord; and ye say well; fcr so 
I am.” The collection after sermon 
was $455 05. 
The Rev. Charles Lowell of Boston 
is Treasurer of the Convention. ‘The 
Rev. John Pierce of Brookline is Scribe. 
Difficulties having often arisen in 
determining, what widows are the 
proper objects of the charity of this 
Convention, it was, this year, voted, 
That a standing committee of thirty 
be appointed, five of whom shall be 
chosen céntrally; and the remainder 
jn different parts of the State. The 
five shall act, as a Reporting Commit- 
tee, to receive from the other mem- 
bers of the Committee applications and 
statements of facts in behalf of persons, 
who may be subjects of the charity of the 
Convention, and having: considered the 
same, shall judge of the persons to be 
relieved, and the proportion to be giv- 
en to each, and make report to the 
Convention, on the first day of their 
meeting annually; further, that the 
names of said Committee shall be an- 
nually published in the Massachusetts 
Register. 
Accordingly the following ministers 
were chosen to censtitute said Com- 
mittees. 
Standing Committee. 

Rev. Dr. Kirkland, > 

Rev, Er, Holmes, 

Rev. John Pierce, 

Rev. Charles Lowell, 

Rev. Joshua Huntington, J 

Suffolk. 
Rev. William E. Channing. 
Essex. 

Rev. Dr. Spring, 

Rev. Dr. Worcester, 
Middlesex. 

Rev. Ezra Ripley, 

Rey. Asa Packard. 
Worcester. 

Rev. John Cushing, 

Rev. Dr. Bancroft, 

Rev. John Fiske. 
Hampshire. 

Rev. Dr. Lyman. 


Reporting 
Committee. 
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Hampden. 
Rev. Samuel Osgood. 
Franklin. 
Rev. Samuel Willard. 
Berkshire. 
Rev. Dr. Hyde. 
Norfolk. 
Rev. Elisha Fiske. 
Plymouth. 
Rev. Dr. Sanger, 
Rev. James Kendall. 
Bristol. 
Rev. Pitt Clark. 
Barnstable. 
Rey. Jonathan Burr, 
Rev. John Simpkins. 
Yor. 
Rev. Jonathan Cogswell. 
Cumberland. 
Rey. Edward Payson. 
Oxford. 
Rev. Lincoln Ripley. 
Somerset & Lincoln. 
Rev. William Jenks. 
Kennebeck. 
Rev. Eliphalet Gillet. 
Hancock & Washington. 
Rev. Jonathan Fisher 
Rev. Peter Nurse. 

Ou motion of Dr. Worcester of 
Salem, Voted, 

That a Committee of five be 
appointed to consider, whether it 
is expedient for this Convention 
to adopt any measure, or meas- 
ures, and if any, what, to correct 
the public mind on the subject of 
war. Referred to Dr. Worces- 
ter,Mr Channing, Dr. Kirkland, 
Mr. Foster of Brighton, and Dr. 
Osgood. 

The Rev. William Ellery Channing 
of Boston is to preach the next year, 
and for the subsequent year, the Rev. 
Alvan Hyde, D. D. of Lee in Berk- 
shire County. 


ee 


In the afternoon, “The Board of 
Commissioners of the Society in Scet- 
land for promoting christian knowledge,” 
held their annual meeting, and chose 
Hon O._iver WeENDELL, Pres. 

His Hon. WM. Puituips, Vice Pres. 
James Wuirs, Esq. Treas. 











Jeprpran Morsz, D. D. Sec. 
Rev. Joun Copman, Assistant Sec. 


THe same afternoon, ** Zhe Society 
Sor propagating the gospel among the 
Indians and others in North America” 
met to transact their annual business, 
and elected 
His Hon. WM. PurxiutpPs, Pres. 
Joun Latuarop, D. D. Vice Pres. 
AsieL Houmes, D. D. Secretary, 
Rev. W. E. CHANNING, Assist. Sec. 
SamMvue. H. Wa. ey, Esq. Treas. 
Mr. Jos1am SAtrtsBury, Vice Treas, 


Select Committee. 

Samuel Salisbury, &sq. Jedidiah 
Morse, D. D. Elipbalet Porter, D. D. 
Alden Bradford, Esq. Mr. James 
White, with the President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer. 

Rev. Henry Ware, D. D. is chos- 
en to preach before this Society, the 
first Thursday in November. The 
Rev. William Greenough of Newton 
is second preacher. 


In the evening of the same day, 
“The Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge” met in the Old South 
Church, and the Rev. Daniel Chaplin 
of Groton preached from Acts xxvi. 
18. *‘*To open their eyes, to turn them 
from darkness to light, and from the 
power of satan unto God.” 

The officers of the Society are, 
Ev1PHaLeT Pearson, LL. D. Pres. 
Aste. Hotmes, D. D. Vice Pres. 
Dr. James P. Cuapuin, Treas. 
O.tver Brown, A.M. Clerk. 
Jepiprau Morse, D. D. Sec. 
jJacos A. Cummincs, A. M. Lib’n 

Directors. 

The above with 

Caleb Gannett, Esq. 
Rev. William Greenough, 
Rev. Daniel Chaplin, 
Rev. Joshua Bates, 
Rev. Joshua Huntington, 
Rev, John Codman, 
William Hilliard, Esq. 

The next preacher is Kev. Daniel 
Dana, of Newbury Port. 


ne ale 


_ “The Society for the suppression of 
intemperance” meton Friday, 2 June. 
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Rev. Abiel Abbot of Beverly, deliver- 
ed an address on the cure and preven- 
tion of intemperance. 
The Society chose 
His Ex. Catez Srronc, President. 
Hon. Natuan Dane, : , 
Hon. Beny. Proxnant Yoeg 
Dr. James Jackson, ° 
Rev. Aprex, Assor, Corres. Sec. 
Rev. Josue. HunrinctTon, Rec. Sec. 
The person chosen to deliver the 
next discourse, is the Rev. Jesse Ap- 
pleton, D. D. President of Bowdoin 
College. After him the Rev. Dr. 
Worcester of Salem is to officiate. 


Artillery Election. 


On Monday, 5 June, ‘The Ancient 
and Honorable Artillery Company held 
their 177th anniversary. 

The Rev. Francis Parkman preach- 
ed from Matt. x. 34. ‘“*Think not, 
that 1 am come to send peace on the 
earth.” 


On Thursday, 8 June, “The Bible 
Society of Massachusetts” held their 
sixth annual meeting. The Rev. Dr. 
Holmes of Cambridge preached from 
Isaiah lv. 10, 11. **As the rain cometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, and 
returneth not thither; but watereth the 
earth,” &c. on the design of the 
word of God, and the certainty of the 
accomplishment of that desi 

There was a collection of $296 10 
to premote the objects of the Society. 


Officers. 
His. Hon. WM. Puiuips, President. 
Joun Laturop, D. D. Vice Pres. 
Rev. S. C. THacuer, Corres. Sec. 
Rev. Jounw Pierce, Rec. Sec. 
Mr. Joun Tapran, Treasurer. 
Mr. Joun Grew, Assist. Treas. 


Trustees. 
Rev. Dr. Freeman, 
Rev. Dr. Porter, 
Rev. Dr. Holmes, 
Rev. Dr. Baldwin, 
Rev. Charles Lowell, 
Rev. Joshua Huntington, 
Samuel Salisbury, bsq. 
Hon. William Brown, 
Hon. Isaac Parker, 
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Hon. Peter C. Brooks. 
John Tucker, Esq. 
Joseph Hurd, Esq, 
Samuel Parkman, Esq. 
Joseph May, Esq. 
Henry Hill, Esq. 

Dea. John Simpkins, 
Hon. Thomas Dawes, 
Hon. Dudley A. Tyng- 


Executive Committee. 


Rev. William Ellery Channing. 
Mr. Jonathan Phillips, 
Rev. Francis Parkman. 
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Report of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Bible Society of Mas- 
sachusetts, prepared for the Au- 
niversary of the Society, June 8, 
18156. 


Your Committee, on the return of 
this anniversary, are happy to report, 
that the last year has offered more fre- 
quent opportunities, and furnished 
more abundant means of promoting 
the objects of the society, than any 
which have preceded. Our sincerest 
thanks are due to the Author of all 
good, that he has blest us with the 
power and disposition thus to contri- 
bute to his holy and benevolent de- 
signs. 

Your Committee have distributed 
in the course of the year, 

2°96 Bibles 
532 Testaments. 

Making 2828 

The distribution of Bibles, by your 
Committee, through the past vear, has 
been confined almost entirely to this 
Commonwealkh. Many will hardly 
believe, that the wants of our own 
state continue to be so great. But 
from the character and representations 
of those persons to whom Bibles have 
been entrusted, we are assured, that 
they were needed, and that they have 
been distributed with judgment and fi- 
delity. 

it is with great pleasure. that we 
are able to report, that we have fur- 
nished, through the last year, Bibles 
of a fairer type than at any former 
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period. We earnestly wish however, 
that the funds of the society may be 
sufficiently enlarged to admit the dis- 
tribution of a still larger and more leg- 
ible copy. Our common Bibles are 
fit only for children at school. In ev- 
ery family there should be deposited 
a Bible, the appearance of which 
would conciliate respect, and which the 
eye of age may peruse with pieasure, 
It is indeed a severe addition to the 
infirmities of declining life, when the 
scriptures, in consequence of failing 
sight, become a sealed book, and 
when access can be obtained to their 
truths and consolations only through 
the uncertain and perhaps unwilling 
aid of others. 

In the course of the last year an in- 
teresting communication has been re- 
ceived from the Rev. President Coffin 
of Tennessee, stating the great want 
of Bibles in that region, and request- 
ing youraid, In obedience to a reso- 
lution of the trustees, we have taken 
measures for placing 300 Bibles at the 
dispesal of President Coffin, and we 
are happy that your bounty is to be 
dispensed in that quarter by so judi- 
cious a hand. It will be recollected, 
that in our last report we stated that 
600 Bibles had been committed to Mr. 
Samuel J. Mills, to be distributed in 
the Western States, through which 
he was to travel asa missionary. We 
have received a valuable letter from 
him, informing us of the manner in 
which he has executed his trust, of 
the lively gratitude with which your 
books have been received, of the rap- 
id multiplication of Bible Societies in 
those extensive regions, and of the 
strong desire of the destitute, who are 
still very numerous, to receive the 
word of God. 

We are now brought to a subject 
which has awakened peculiar interest. 
In our last report we informed you 
that the sum of 157/. 2¢. 9d. sterling had 
been raised, chiefly in this metropolis, 
and transmitted to the British and For- 
eign Bible Society for the purpose of 
repairing the injury done to that so- 
ciety and to the cause of Christian 
charity, by the unworthy conduct of 
the owners or agents of an American 
privateer, who had captured and sold, 
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and thus scattered through our coun- 
try, a number of Bibles, shipped from 
England for charitable distribution in 
¢he neighboring British provinces. A 
letter from Lord Teignmouth, the 
President of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, addressed to your Cor- 
responding Secretary, and express- 
ing the gratitude of that society, has 
been received; and we are happy to 
insert it in this report; not because 
we consider this transaction as enti- 
tled to the commendation which his 
lordship has bestowed; not because 
we have the least desire to obtain the 
praise of generosity by what we deem- 
ed an act of justice, and a faint ac- 
knowledgment of respect to that mu- 
nificent society, which has made the 
whole christian world its debtor; but 
because we delight to record so strik- 
ing an example of the spirit of chris- 
tianity counteracting and triumphing 
over the spirit of war, We have ever 
esteemed it one of the happiest effects 
of Bible Societies, that they tend to 
unite christians of all nations, and it 
is our hope, that they will awaken in 
christians universally so strong a sense 
of the near rélation which they sustain 
to each other, and of their obligations 
to mutual love and kindness, that wars 
between communities, which profess 
the religion of Christ, will be more and 
more abhorred, as most unnatural, 
and altogether irreconcileable with the 
holy and pacific name, which they 
bear. His lordship’s letter is as fol- 
lows:— 
London, Fan 29, 1814. 
Sir, 

**The committee of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society have entrusted 
to me the gratifying office of convey- 
ing to you the expression of their 
feelings on the subject of your letter, 
of the 9th of November last, address- 
ed to the Assistant Secretary, Mr. 
Tarn. 

**The resolution so instantaneously 
adopted by the Bible Society of Mas- 
sachusetts, the energy and promptitude 
with which it was carried into effect, 
the cooperating benevolen# of the in- 
habitants of Boston, the liberality of 
the Bible Society of Merrimack, and 
the spirit so extensively manifested 


to repair the loss of the Bibles and 
Testaments, consigned to a British 
province in America, not only afford 
most gratifying proofs of the influence 
of that Holy Book, which it is our cb- 
ject to disseminate, but are claims on 
our gratitude and affections, which we 
are most happy to acknowledge and 
record. 

‘*We are persuaded that our fellow 
subjects in Nova Scotia will with us 
duly appreciate the pious benevolence 
of their christian brethren in Amer- 
ica, in restoring to them the scrip- 
tures, of which they have been depriv- 
ed by the chance of war. We cheer- 
fully accept on their part, a restitu- 
tion dictated by the spirit of the gos- 
pel, and that fraternal love which it 
inculcates; uniting most cordially in 
the charitable hope expressed in the 
address of the Massachusetts Bible 
Society, ‘that this volume of peace 
extended to them in the spirit of 
christian kindness, may serve to alla 
the irritations of war, and remind bo 
nations, that we are fellow christians, 
followers of one Master, who has sol. 
emnly commanded us to love one an- 
other.’ . 

**I] have the honor to be, Sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, 

TEIGNMOUTH.” 
Rev. Samuel C. Thacher, 
Cor, Sec. Mass. Bible Society. 

In addition to this letter, other ac- 
knowledgments of this transaction have 
been received from some of the Bible 
Societies of this country, which we 
forbear to publish, because we believe 
that their benevolence has prompted 
them to attach to it an importance 
which it cannot claim. 

In our last report we also stated, 
that a second instance of capture of 
Bibles belonging to the British and 
Foreign Bible Society had occurred, 
in which the captors had generous] 
permitted your Treasurer to purcha 
the Books at a very low rate, for the 
purpose of forwarding them to their 
place of destination. Your commit- 
tee have great pleasure in inserting in 
the appendix the correspondence 
tween your Secre and Messrs, 
Geo. Crowinshield, & Co. the cap- 
tors, to whose liberality the society is 
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indebted not only for the favorable 
terms on which the Bibles were orig- 
inally purchased, but for the relin- 
quishment of their claim to the price 
at which the Books were bought. 
Your Secretary and Treasurer, on se- 
curing these Bibles, immediately com- 
municated the fact to Mr. Tarn, As- 
sistant Secretary of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and have re- 
ceived, not only an answer from him, 
but another from the Rev. Mr. Owen, 
Secretary of that institution, acknow- 
ledging in strong and affectionate lan- 
guage this second pruof of our friend- 
ship, and desiring us to accept the 
Bibles which we had recovered, and 
to circulate them at our own discre- 
tion. Previously, however, to the re- 
ception of these letters, your Treas- 
urer had written to his Excellency Sir 
John C. Sherbrooke, requesting per- 
mission that the Bibles might be for- 
warded to Halifax, as this was deem- 
ed the safest and most expeditious 
method of placing them at the dispo- 
sal of those to whom they belonged; 
and an auswer had been received, of- 
fering every facility for the accom. 
plishment of this object. For this rea- 
son, and for others of a verv satisfac- 
tory nature, which are stated by your 
Corresponding Secretary, in a letter to 
Mr. Tarn, it was thought best to de- 
cline the liberal offer of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, and to ad- 
here to the original purpose of re- 
storing the captured books. The let- 
ters to which reference has now been 
made, together with two from our 
President to Lord Teignmouth and 
to Sir John C. Sherbrooke, are insert- 
edin the appendix, and they will be 
read with great interest by every mem- 
ber of the Sooiety. Your committee, 
in submitting these documents, beg 
leave again to observe, that they are 
conscious, that the efforts of your So- 
ciety, have received too iiberal com- 
mendation.—But the spirit of Chris- 
tian charity, which pervades this whole 
correspondence, and the delightful and 
animating view which it affords of the 
influence of Christian principles, re- 
move every doubt as to the propriety 
of its publication. The great senti- 
ment, that christians of all nations are 


* The whole number of members is 432. 
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brethren and friends, united by ties 
which war cannot dissolve, and bound 
te labor together for the promotion of 
peace and holiness, must be carried. 
with power to every heart by the pe- 
rusal of these letters. May the time 
soon arrive, when christians of every 
nation will speak on this subject, in 
a language which every government. 
will be forced to hear and to obey, 

During the last year, your Trustees, 
have received a communication from 
the Philadelphia Bible Society, con- 
taining remarks on an important sub- 
ject proposed fer general considera. 
tion by the New Jersey bible Society, 
viz. the expediency of forming a gene- 
ral association of the Bible Societies 
in the United States, to consist of 
delegates from each Society, for the 
purpose of a more extensive distribu- 
tion of the Scriptures. Whilst your 
Trustees have felt and honored the 
motives which gave rise to this pro- 
position, they have also been strongly 
impressed with the weight and sut- 
ficiency of the objections suggested 
by the Philadelphia Bible Society, 
and have unanimously concurred in 
the epinion of its inexpediency. 

We have the pieasure of announc- 
ing, that by a letter addressed to your 
Corresponding Secretary, we have re- 
ceived intelligence of the formation 
of a new Bible Society in Bristol 
County in this Commonwealth. It is 
the wish of this infant institution to 
form an intimate connexion with your 
society, and every assurance bas been 
given of our readiness to cooperate 
with them, and to afford them every 
assistance which our circumstances 
may admit. 

It is also with great pleasure that 
we are able to state, that your society 
has received since the last anniver- 
sary, a large and valuable accession 
of members;* and we confidently an- 
ticipate, that among the other fruits of 
peace aml returning prosperity, an 
increasing patronage will be extend- 
ed to an institution, which proposes 
to christians of every name, an object 


which 24 must acknowledge most 


worthy of their bounty. 
Another cause of congratulation, 
remains to be mentioned. We refer 
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to the encouraging intelligence from 
so many parts of this country, and of 
Europe, of the multiplication, activity 
and success of institutions for the dis- 
tribution of the seriptures. The spir- 
it of christian charity seems to gather 
strength from exertion. Never, per- 
haps, since the first age of christian 
ity has a holier zeal existed than at 
the present moment, for the moral 
and religious improvement of man- 
kind. The British and Foreign Bible 
Society, that full and living fountain, 
is still sending forth its streams of 
truth and consolation to distant na- 
tions; and distant nations, whom once 
no bond but interest connected, are 
now uniting in prayers and labors for 
the communication of the gospel to 
every creature r heaven. 

At such a period the excitements to 
christian exertion are peculiarly strong. 
A voice seems to reach us from every 
part of christendom, calling us to 
strengthen the hands and to share 
the honor of our brethren, in extend- 
ing that truth which has been the ob- 
ject of affection and hope to the pious 
and benevolent of past ages, and 
which we are assured is appointed 
to have free course and to be glori- 
fied, until it shall fill the earth, and 
all flesh shall see the salvation of 
Gov. A&y the Axecutive Committees 


Donations to the Bible Society the past 
year 
A Lady, by Rev. Henry Colman $5 
Washington Benevolent Society in 
Dalton, by Rev. Mr. Jennings 10 
E. A. Holyoke, Salem, 5 


John Grew 3 
Mrs. Lydia Pierce, Dorchester 1 
k. P. Williams 1 
Epes Sargent 10 
A friend, by Rev. C. Lowell 4 
Miss Elizabeth Winslow, New Ips- 
wich 10 
William Homes 2 
John Homes | 2 


Mrs. Mary Mason 

A Lady, by Rev. Mr. Fiske of 
Marshpee 

James Murphy 1 

A Friend, by ditto 

Miss C. Baker, Dorchester 

Cent Society in West Parish in 
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Brookfield, by T. Bond. 50 
Samuel Norton, Hingham 
Inhabitants of Phillipston, by E- 

lijah Gould 
Peter Allen 
David Beal 
Solomon Burt 
E. Burnham 
George Hallet 
A Friead to christianity in 

Spencer, by J. Evarts, Esq. 
John M. Marston 
Ephraim Marsh 
Francis Stanton 
John Stearns 
William Shimmin 
Benjamin Ticknor 
Samuel Whitwell, jun. 

Samuel Cabot 

John Parker, jun. 

Joseph H. Dorr 

Eli Adams 

Thomas Marshall 

Henry Bass 

Cent Contributions in Brighton, 
by Mrs. Hannah Foster 

A Gentleman in Charlestown, 
by J. Evarts, Esq. 

Contributions in Dedham, by 

Rey. Joshua Bates 3 
Ditto in Medfield, by the same “1 
Donation from a Lady, by Rev. 

Mr. Thacher 10 
Cent Contributions in Brook- 

line, by Rev. John Pierce 45 12 
Joseph Longley of Hawley, by 

Rev. Jonathan Grout 
Cent Contributions in West Pa. 

rish in Dedham, by the Rev. 
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J. White 22 
Stephen Bean — 3 
Eben. Parker 10 
Gerry Fairbanks 2 
Richard Derby 5 
Contributions in Plymouth, by 

Rev. Mr. Stetson 270 


Cent Contributions in West-Pa- 
rish in Brookfield, by Rev. E- 
phraim Ward 2 | 
Asher Benjamin 50 Testaments 
From three Ladies in Worcese 


ter 50 
Samuel Salisbury 50 
Benjamin Whitwell 24 


Life Subscriptions the past year 
William Parsons S55 








424 

Samuel Smith 100 
Mrs. Elijah Dix 60 
John Dorr 40 
Gorham Parsons 50 
George Bond 50 
Josiah Dow 50 
Robert Elwell 50 
Mrs. Mary Gibbs 100 
Ephraim Locke 50 
Andrew Ritchie, jun. 50 
Thomas Wigglesworth 50 
Thomas L. Winthrop 50 
James Jackson 50 
Andrew Sigourney 50 
John Parker 50 
Rev. Stephen Palmer, Needham 50 
William Prescott 50 
John Tappan 30 
Eben. Francis 50 
Henry Gray 50 


Receipts and Expenditures from Fune 
1814, to une 1815. 

Balance on hand 

Collection after Anniversary 
Sermon 

Dividend on Stock 

Donations and Subscriptions 
the past year 

For Bibles and Testaments 


2333 63 


325 56 
45 00 


2611 9S 





sold 61 00 
5377 12 
Cash paid for Bibles captured 
by the America and trans- 
portation from Bath 704 50 
Donation to New York Bible 
Society 300 00 
Donation of 600 Bibles to 
Messrs. Mills and Scher- 
' merhorn, paid 2. Ralston, 
Esqr’s. drafts 365 00 
Paid J. Eliot for printing 59 50 
Paid transportation and freight 
of Bibles and Testaments 
from Philadelphia and Hart- 
ford 46,89 
Paid J. Simonds for services in 
collecting funds, obtaining 
subscriptions, &c. 76 25 
Paid A. J. Allen for stamping 
Bibles 11 33 
Paid for Bibles and Testa- 
ments the past year 2182 16 
Balance in Treasurer’s hands 1631 49 
5377 12 
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[The Appendix to the Report con. 
tains some very interesting letters 
which will be given in our next Num- 
ber.] 
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Installations. 

Art Leominster, May 10, Rev. Wil- 
liam Bascom. Introductory prayer by 
Rev. Nathaniel Thayer of Lancaster; 
Sermon by Rev James Murdock of 
Princeton; Installation prayer by Rev. 
Abiel Holmes, D. D. of Cambridge; 
Right hand of fellowship by Rew 
Thomas B. Gannett of Cambridgeport; 
Concluding prayer by Rev. Charles 
Wellington of Templeton, 

Art Medfield, May 24, Rev. Daniel 
C. Saitders, D. D. formerly Presi- 
dent of the University of Vermont at 
Burlington. Introductory prayer by 
Rev. Mr. Wight of Bristol, R. 1; Ser- 
mon by Rev. Dr. Sanders, from Rom. 
xv. 29. ‘*1 am sure that, when I come 
unto you, I shall come in the fulness 
of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ.” 
Instaliation prayer by Rev. President 
Kirkland; Charge by Rev. Mr. Mo- 
rey of Walpole; Right hand of fellow- 
ship by Rev. Mr. Wright of Medway; 
Concluding prayer by Rev. Mr. Clark 
of Norton. 

Ordained —At Braintree, June 14, 
Rev. Mr. Perkins. Introductory pray- 
er by Rev. Mr. Whitney of Quincy ; 
Sermon by Rey. Mr. Thompson of Re- 
hoboth ; Ordaining prayer by Rev. Dr, 
Reed of Bridgewater ; Charge by Rev. 
Mr. Norton ot Weymouth ; Right hand 
by Rev. Mr. Huntington of Bridgewa- 
ter ; Concluding prayer by Rev, Mr. 
Gile of Milton. 

At Newburyport, June 21, Rev, 
Messrs. Ja’s. Richards, Horatio Bard- 
well, Daniel Poor, Edward Warren, 
and Benjamin C. Meigs, as missiona- 
ries. Introductory prayer by Rev. Dr. 
Morse of Charlestown; Sermon by 
Rev. Dr. Worcester of Salem; Con- 
secrating prayer by Rev. Dr. Spring of 
Newburyport; Charge by Rev. Dr. 
Dana of Newburyport ; Right hand by 
Rev. Mr. Edwards of Andover; Con- 
cluding prayer by Rev. Mr. Payson of 
Portland. 


Candidate recently approbated. 
Mr, Samuel Clark, Cambridge. 


